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Rearing Chicks in Confinement · 
By H. H. ALP, Extension Specialist in Poultry Husbandry 
In an effort to grow healthy, vigorous poultry, some poultrymen 
have practiced keeping their chicks confined to the brooder house and 
a small outdoor pen with a floor made of hardware cloth. People who · 
practiced this plan of brooding in Illinois last year report very favor­
able results. The plan may also be adapted very easily for the brood­
ing of turkeys in confinement. It is particularly attractive when one 
has permanent houses and limited range area. If properly carried out, 
it will provide conditions which should aid materially in preventing out­
breaks of coccidiosis and infestations of roundworms and tapeworms. 
Plan for Confinement Brooding 
A small pen or yard is usually built in hont of the brooder house. 
The size depends on the number of chicks and the size of the house. 
FrG. 1.-FLOOR CoNSTRUCTION FOR OuTDOOR PEN 
Assuming that 350 chicks are to be started in a 10-by-12-foot colony 
brooder house (about as many as should be kept in such a house with 
this plan), a yard or pen measuring 9 feet by 10 feet is sufficiently 
large. 
Construction of Pen 
The floor is made of lh- or %,-inch hardware cloth, which is sold 
in 24-inch, 30-inch, and 36-inch widths. The foundation for this floo r 
may be made of 2-by-4's with the center supports of lighter material. 
The top edge of each 2-by-4 should be beveled. 
One-inch woven chicken wire may be used for the sides and the top 
of the pen, altho some people prefer fly screen. The sides of the pen 
are made, as a rule, as high as the width of the wire used, usually 
18 to 30 inches. · 
Provision should be made for cleaning beneath the floor. This can 
be done easily by not fastening the pen permanently to the brooder 
house, or by making the pen in sections, or by raising it some distance 
above the ground level. 
Care of Chicks in Confinement 
No special care is required in brooding chicks in this way. Plenty 
of feed hoppers are essential. All grain fed should be fed from hop­
pers or troughs. It is important to see that not too many chicks are 
put in one house. 
Perhaps the biggest problem to be contended with in rearing chicks 
in houses and yards will be cannibalism. This may be prevented by 
not overcrowding the house, by encouraging early roosting, keeping 
the chicks active, and darkening the house to a certain extent. Also 
liberal feeding of green feed will help. A good way is to put the green 
feed in a wire basket and hang the basket from the ceiling. lVIore 
room for the pullets can be provided by disposing of the cockerels at 
broiler weight. 
Above all, keep things clean. A regular system of cleaning is rec­
ommended. By cleaning regularly once a week, there should be little 
trouble experienced in ·keeping the birds healthy. Sprinkling the 
ground under the wire floor with gypsum or rock phosphate will help 
to prevent fly breeding. 
Feeding Chicks in Confinement 
~o extraordinary feed or feeding method is required. A ,,·ell­
balanced feed is essential. For early brooding some cod-liver oil in 
the ration is advisable. One-half to one quart will be required to every 
100 pounds of feed, depending on the quality of the oil. Grit will be 
necessary when whole or cracked grain forms part of the ration. 
Green feed may be supplied in many forms; for example, m sw1ss 
chard, kale, rape, cabbage, lettuce, alfalfa, or lawn clippings. During 
hot weather the house should be kept well ventilated. 
Summer Roosting Shelter 
The summer roosting shelter works very well in conjunction with 
this system of brooding. The pullets may be kept confined until they 
are old enough·to do without heat and are roosting, then they may be 
moved out to suitable range, only a roosting shelter being necessary. 
P lans for a shelter are available in Circular 337, which can be had 
upon request. 
FrG. 2.-SuMMER SHELTER 9 BY 10 FEET CosTING 
ABOUT $15 
A shelter of this kind affords a splendid opportunity 
to move the growing young stock out on clean range. 
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